
  

  

ALBION BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS - REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
December 16, 2015 – Albion Municipal Building 

 
ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:  Upon determining a quorum was present, the 
meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. Members present for the public hearing were Scott Cole, 
Tim Kiebel, Dave Dunn and Mark Hunter. Member Dave Bremer was assisting CN Schools with a 
Christmas event and was unable to attend. Also present were Beth Shellman, Melea Brit-Alexander, 
Doug Bonar and Colleen Craig.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag was recited by all present.  

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:  A motion was made and seconded (Dunn, Kiebel) to 
approve the November 18, 2015 minutes.  Motion carried by a 4-0 voice vote. 

NEW BUSINESS: Variance 2015-02 Melea Britt-Alexander, requesting a Variance from Section 4, 
Authorized Uses, Albion Zoning Ordinance, to allow a portion of her existing residence to be utilized 
for an acupuncture practice, Lot 8, Original Plat to Town of Albion, 307 N York  Street. 

 
Chairman Cole opened the hearing at 6:05 p.m. All interested parties were notified as required by 
law. None were in attendance and no written correspondence was received by the office prior to the 
meeting. Melea explained she is licensed from the State of Indiana to practice acupuncture. She 
proposes to use a portion of her home with a foyer and bathroom for the business. The business 
area is 12’ x 12’ and has a separate outside entrance with an open porch and hand-railing. She will 
schedule patients during normal business hours, (8 a.m. – 7 p.m.) and will see one person at a time. 
The patients will be scheduled far enough apart to give them privacy. The initial treatment takes 
about 1.5 hours. Each follow-up treatment lasts approximately 1 hr.  There is ample off-street 
parking available. If her patients have special needs, she will accommodate them by making a 
house call since her shop is not ADA compliant due to steps at the business entrance.    
 
She specializes in Women’s Health but she sees a mixed version of clients from pediatric to end of 
life patients. She will not have any employees. The county Building Inspector has visited her 
business and approved the facility for the planned use. There will not be any signs in the yard. Her 
business entrance will be a red colored door with stenciled signage on the door itself. Patients will 
be told to enter the red door. 
 
As part of her acupuncture treatments, she will offer some herbal medicines and products. She will 
not have any retail sales of medicines or products.  She currently makes 7 to 10 house calls per 
week. She estimates 6 to 8 patients a day, times 5 days a week, equals full time work for her.  All 
needles from the business are sealed in a container authorized for discarded needles and then 
shipped to an authorized disposal facility.  
 
Colleen Craig stated she believes Melea will do a great job.  Doug Bonar (Melea’s husband) said he 
is very excited about the business and Melea is good at what she does.  Melea envisions moving to 
a shop around the courthouse square in the future as her business grows.  
 
There being no further discussion, Chairman Cole closed the public hearing at 6:20 p.m. Members 
adopted Findings of Fact (on file) in support of the application.  
 
A motion was made and seconded (Hunter, Dunn) to approve the Variance as requested. Motion 
carried by a 4-0 by voice vote.  With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 
Scott Cole,         Chairman             Dave Bremer,      Secretary 


